Conference on 

Emergency Planning in Industries Including HWM and Transportation of Petroleum, Petroleum Products, Natural Gas by Pipelines & POL Tankers
August 30-31, 2010 at FICCI, Federation House, Tansen Marg, New Delhi
Background

The Chemical industry is one of the oldest industries in India. It not only plays a crucial role in meeting the daily needs of the common man, but also contributes significantly towards the industrial and economic growth of the nation. The Indian chemical industries comprise small, medium and large-scale units. The chemical sector accounts for about 17.6% of the manufacturing sector output, 13 to 14% in total exports and 8-9% of total imports of the country. 

Chemical Industry is inherently prone to hazards. Emergencies can occur during handling, storage and transportation. According to classification of Ministry of Environment and Forests there are 1763 Major Accident Hazard (MAH) units spread across 286 district and 26 States and UTs. India has witnessed the world’s worst industrial disaster “Bhopal Gas Tragedy” in the year 1984.  India continued to witness a series of chemical accidents after Bhopal has demonstrated the vulnerability of the country. Four major chemical incidents that took place during the last 25 years include an explosion in IPCL Gas Cracker Complex at Nagothane in Maharashtra (1990); vapour cloud explosion at HPCL refinery at Vishakhapatnam (1997); fire in an oil well in Andhra Pradesh and IOCL Fire Tragedy of Jaipur (October 2009) . Also, there were 25 chemical accidents reported during 2002 to 2006, out of which 16 accidents resulted into loss of life.

Large amounts of chemicals are also stored and processed in the Industries located in densely populated areas. Inappropriate and haphazard constructions and lack of awareness and preparedness on the part of the community further enhances the vulnerability. The potential for heavy losses and adverse impacts on environment and the community due to a chemical accident in industries call for adequate steps to enhance safety in industrial processes and procedures. Thus, it is imperative to take preventive measures like adoption of safer engineering practices, improved safety devices and elimination of human errors by regular trainings and Mock drills. 

Keeping this in view, FICCI jointly with National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF) and Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) is organizing a Conference in Delhi during August 30-31, 2010 at FICCI, Federation House, Tansen Marg, New Delhi.
The conference will provide a platform for exchange of information and technical know-how to the entire Indian chemical industry including petroleum, petroleum products & natural gas industry. This will also help to reduce, through better emergency planning, the menace of on-site incidents and accidents associated with the handling, storage, warehousing and transportation of chemicals/petrochemicals leading to off-site emergencies.

NEED OF THE TRAINING

Assessment of present situations at various levels, gaps and challenges, past experiences on chemical disasters in India has witnessed the need for trained officials at district level especially in chemical disaster risk prone areas, and thus signified the dire need for systematic training of :
All persons  directly or indirectly involved in industry, isolated storages, container depots, warehouses, ports, transporting agencies (rail, road, maritime), industries having pipeline installations etc. 

Primary emergency responders - fire prevention, protection agencies; medicos & paramedics; safety products, equipment, devices & PPE manufacturers; instrumentation, control and automation system organizations

Industry in general, and chemical industry in particular because safety in export, import, transportation and storage of hazardous chemicals (HAZCHEM), petroleum, petroleum products & gases is dependent on a sound established framework.

Topics :

The following topics will be discussed/ debated and presented by a galaxy of experts from India and abroad :

1.
Regulatory Framework & Guidelines for Management of Chemical (Industrial) Disasters - Strength, Gaps and Amendments

· Salient Features of NDMA Guidelines on CDM and National Action Plan

· Safe Transportation through Rail, Road, Maritime and Pipelines

· Salient Features of ERDMP – Highlighting Major Points for Compliance

· Trans-Boundary Movement of Hazardous/Toxic Wastes 

2.
Risk Assessment & Preparation of Disaster Management Plans (DMPs) for Chemical Installations

3. 
Group Activity by Participants – Preparation of Presentations on

· Emergency Plans for Industry

· Medical Preparedness & Management of Victims

· Mock Drills – Lessons Learnt

· Dovetailing of On-site Plan with Off-site Emergency Plan

4.
Panel Discussion on - Lessons Learnt from Fresh Revelations in Bhopal Gas Tragedy : 

· Technical & Environmental Issues

· Legal Issues

· Health & Medical Issues

· Remediation Issues

5. 
Case Studies / Success Stories on 

· Discussion on IOC Fire Accident Investigation Report

· Gaseous / Liquid Hydrocarbons, Chemicals

· Prevention & Management of Fire, Explosion & Hazardous Effects

· Hazardous/ Medical Waste Management (Cobalt-60)

6.
Medical Management of HAZCHEM Emergencies

7.
Safe Transportation of Petroleum, Petroleum Products & Natural Gas through Pipelines

· Integrity Management of Pipelines 

· Reliability Engineering Features for Entire Pipeline System

· Designing, Commissioning, Safety & security of Sub-Sea Pipelines

· Selected Case Studies and Mock Exercise

Exhibition 

A two-day Expo showcasing latest Innovations, technologies, R&D, Designs offering exhibitors an opportunity to exhibit their service, products and technologies to a global audience with the focus on the following will also be organized:

· R&D, Technological Innovations, Engineering Designs for CIDM

· Materials Management, Anti-Fire Chemicals

· PPEs, Fire Protection& Fire Fighting Systems

· Instrumentation, Control and Automation Systems

· Safety Equipment and Gas Leakage, Monitoring & Detection Devices

· Rescue & Relief Material, Equipment 

· Specialized Ambulances, DM-Medical Kits, Medical Electronic Equipment

· Data, IT, GIS, GPRS, Remote Sensing, Satellite Communication

· Other CIDM Safety & Security Service Providers

The two days of deliberation, panel discussion, group activity and Q&A sessions will bring out recommendations for the government, state / district authorities to take up serious measures to conform to existing laws, best practices and guidelines and minimize the chemical accidents, fire incidents at Oil Terminals & refineries etc. and do not repeat a disaster like Bhopal in future.
